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FOR THE SIXTH YEAR MEMBERS OF 
PARADISE BRITISH CAR CLUB HAVE 
PARTICIPATED IN THE SANTA MARIA 
PARADE OF LIGHTS AND THE ORCUTT 
CHRISTMAS PARADE.  A BIG THANK YOU TO 
RHONDA CARDINAL, WHO HAS REGISTERED 
US FOR THESE TWO FUN PARADES EACH 
YEAR.  

OUR CLUB WON A $200 AWARD FOR THE 
BEST USE OF LIGHTS IN OUR CATEGORY.

THE PHOTO ABOVE WAS ON THE FRONT 
PAGE OF THE SANTA BARBARA NEWS PRESS 
THE MORNING AFTER THE PARADE.



PHOTOS FROM LAST YEARS 
PARADE OF L IGHTS

2010

2011 
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DOUBLE CLICK 
ON THE TWO 
TOP PHOTOS 
TO SEE OUR 

C ARS AS THEY 
BEGIN THE 
ORCUTT 
PARADE.

FEATURED IN THIS VIDEO ARE 
THE FOLLOWING CARS: 

THE LONGS MG TD 

DR. GJERDRUMÕS Õ36 MG PA 
JIM METCALFÕS AUSTIN-HEALEY 
THE BULLÕS MGB, 

THE CARDINALÕS MG MIDGET

THANKS TO CLUB 
MEMBER DEANNE ROSING 
FOR TAKING THE VIDEO OF 
OUR CARS IN THE PARADE.

HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO 
JOIN US NEXT YEAR FOR ALL 

THE FUN!
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2011 CHRISTMAS PARTY

Thirty happy car club members celebrated 
the season with a wonderful pot luck dinner 
at the home of Barbara and Larry Long on 
Sat. Dec. 10th.  It was the second event of the 
day, with six of our club cars participating for 
the sixth year in the 50th Anniversary Orcutt 
Christmas Parade.

 A big thanks to the Longs for all their efforts 
at cooking the delicious ham and decorating 
their home in such a beautiful manner for 
everyone to enjoy.

The festivities included table chatter at 
several different tables, singing some fun 
songs, a visit by a French detective who is 
first cousin to the famous Inspector Jacques 
Clouseu, and a free for all gift exchange, 
which turns the joyful motto of “Peace On 
Earth” into a free for all of personal greed!  
Oh well, we can blame it on Wall Street, right?
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LOOKING FOR A GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT?
Look no farther.  Why not consider a custom suitcase or wine case?
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Hi Karen,

Sorry for the delay in your request, I got the newsletter and thanks for including a 
photo of Nigel our 1937 Morris 8 Sedan Delivery. 

I have attached a couple of photos of the Rolls (1933 Rolls Royce 20/25 Hooper 
bodied shooting brake) and the Morris. My interest in British cars goes back to the 
mid 60's growing up in Temple City, CA. Most of my friends had 55-56-57 Chevy's, 
when I bought my first car a bright red 1952 MG TD, wish I had it today. From there I 
progressed to another driver a '64 TR 4 IRS, then a TR 250 (the one with the hump on 
the bonnet) moving on to a bigger car a mid 70's Jensen Healey Interceptor (coolest 
name ever for a car) then a '65 XKE 2+2 coupe, all of them daily drivers. I got bit by the 
BIG British car bug and bought my first Bentley, a 1951 James Young Mk VI, traded it 
for a '47 Bentley 6 window limo Freestone and Webb body, and worked my way up to a 
'58 RR SCI left hand drive LSHF 219. Now I have the 20/25 but would like to one day 
have a Derby Bentley 4 1/2 DHC. 

Let me know if there is anything else I can do to help.

Cheers,
Jeff Brown



More Information 
About  Zinc Dialky 
Dithiophosphate,

 Most of my friends in 
the MGCC are adding 
zinc to their oil, but 
here's one 
manufacturer that 
formulates a product 
especially for your 
concern. 
"Break in" is a relative 
term, I would be 
inclined to use a 
product like this all the 
time, 
especially considering 
the very low mileages 
involved.
Fred Pratt
Santa Maria, CA

http://
www.royalpurple.com/
breakin-oil-s.html
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CLUB ENGINE HOIST

Both Larry Long and Jim Bull have taken the time and effort 
to locate and restore the club’s engine hoist.  Around fifteen 
years ago, the club procured an engine hoist for club members 
to use.  The hoist was used very little and slipped into 
obscurity and disrepair.  It has now been rescued, cleaned up, 
and repainted.

Larry looked for someone to store the engine hoist and I 
volunteered to store the hoist and try and not let it slip into 
poor condition.  Any club member is welcome to use the hoist 
at no charge.  The hoist is heavy duty and would easily support 
an engine and transmission from any British car I can think of 
(even any big V8 from some older American brand).  
Unfortunately, the fact that it is heavy duty makes transport of 
the hoist a little difficult.  It does break down into smaller 
pieces, but it does not fold, so it takes some effort to dismantle 
and reassemble.  Transporting the hoist is probably best done 
in a pickup, van, or full size station wagon.  I can help if a 
member has trouble arranging for transportation.

So now, there is no excuse for not pulling that worn out engine 
and getting it in fine running condition for the North Meets 
South car show this spring.  If you want to use the engine 
hoist, give Keith Smith a call at (805)543-4399.

For some further info 
on ZDDP and other 
additives, try this link: 

 http://
www.baileycar.com/
oil_additives_html.htm
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SANTA MARIA HISTORIC TOUR

Saturday, November 12th was a fun and interesting day with Santa Maria’s Mayor, Larry Lavagnino 
hosting a historic tour of Santa Maria.  Our group met in the parking lot of the Santa Maria Chamber of 
Commerce and History Museum and took a group photo before embarking on the tour.

Each car was supplied with pages of historic information and a photo of each of the sites we would visit 
on the tour. Larry and Donna led the way in their beautiful red 1957 TR-3, This car is just like the one 
Larry had in his youth (bet you’ve never heard this story before of guys in their 50’s, 60’s, etc. getting a 
hobby car like the one they used to have!) and each stop along the way gave us a chance to see historic 
buildings.  We saw what is thought to be the oldest standing home in Santa Maria, built in 1868. We 
passed the church which contains the ships bell from a schooner which sunk on Christmas eve in 1878. 
We visited beautiful historic homes, as well as commercial building, like the art deco Coca Cola plant, 
built in the 1930’s, and historic Santa Maria Inn, built in 1917.

Larry was born and raised in Santa Maria and had interesting stories to tell of “the old days” when 
Santa Maria, which now has a population of approximately 93,000, had about 3,000 people! 

 We took a stop on the tour at the home of Fred and Scheryn Pratt, who are not only neighbors of the 
Lavagnino’s in the old historic district, but also own a Triumph Tr-3.  (Fred’s beautiful TR-3 is pictured in 
the video of the Orcutt Christmas Parade. ) Fred had coffee and donuts waiting for us and provided us 
with an additional treat, a chance to view his other beautiful collector cars:  a 1925 Deusenburg, and a 
rare, beautiful, and valuable 1911 Mercedes, which is a hundred years old this year.

At the beginning of our tour the group was supplied with an answer sheet with seven questions.  At our 
lunch stop a poker card was issued to each member who answered a question correctly,  The best five 
cards were selected to form a poker hand.  We call this kind of drive a “Poker Run”.  Thus, the historic 
drive had an added twist.  The best poker hand was awarded to Barbara and Larry Long, who received a 
$25.00 gift certificate for Moss Motors.
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1911 Mercedes

Mayor Lavagnino

Mercedes engine with 2 
spark plugs per cylinder

1925 Deusenberg
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Up Coming Events      

January Business Lunch

Saturday, January 14

Meet at 12:00 Noon for Chinese food at the Match Dragon, 800 S. 
Broadway, across from the Santa Maria Inn.  This is the same 
restaurant we went to last year.  They have a private banquet room 
and good food at reasonable prices.  We will take a short drive after 
lunch.

Earth as Art 3 

February 12, 2012

The Earth as Art Three exhibit provides fresh and inspiring glimpses of different parts of 
our planet's complex surface. 

The Landsat Program is a series of Earth-observing satellite missions jointly managed by 
NASA and the U.S. Geological Survey. Since 1972, Landsat satellites have collected 
information about Earth from space. This science, known as remote sensing, has matured 
with the Landsat Program.

The Landsat satellite uses the Thematic Mapper instrument 
to make these images. Larry Long was the program 
manager for the TM Program. We will meet at the LongÕs 
home at 10 am.  Larry will give a 15 minute primer on how 
the instrument works, etc., then we will drive down to Los 
Olivos to look at the images, and then we will all have lunch 
together.

Folks may also want to do a little wine tasting on the way 
home.



THE THREE WISE GUYS
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE BEGINS

Three of our 
distinguished club 

members, (from left to 
right) Larry, Bob, and 

Jim, were 
photographed at one of 

our club events 
recently.  They 

discussed forming a 
committee for the 2012 

Membership Drive.  

“Where are we going 
to drive?”, said Bob. “ 
No, Bob, you donʼt 
drive a car in a 
membership drive,” 
said Jim,  “itʼs an effort 
to get people to sign up 
their club membership for the new year, and a chance to locate some new people who 
might join.”

“Youʼre right on track”, said Larry, “When do you want to start the membership drive?”

“”I know,” said Jim, “Letʼs start it on April 1st, when the weather is nice everybody enjoys 
driving their British cars.”

“No, you idiot,” said Larry, “Thatʼs April Foolʼs Day, besides, we want people to join at the 
beginning of the year.”

Bob said, “You are most wise, Larry.”  

“Yes”, said Jim, “You are most wise.”

“You are both wise for recognizing how wise I am,” said Larry.  “We want to encourage 
people to bring a checkbook to the annual Christmas party, and if they arenʼt there, to be 
sure to bring a checkbook and come to the annual kickoff 
luncheon in January.

The three wise guys wish you a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.   Encourage all those you know who are 
as handsome, intelligent, and debonaire as these three 
gentlemen to bring your membership up to date.  Contact 
Rhonda Cardinal at 937-8402 if you have any questions.
(Rhonda refused to have her picture taken with the 
membership committee for some unknown reason).
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